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Sunday Worship   
10:30am  

(In-person or Face Book 
Live,) 

 
 
 
 
 

Bible Study 
 

Adult Formation Study 
Sundays 
9:30am  

in person 
 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays  

8:00pm  
on zoom 

 
  
 
 

Our Mi ss ion   
“To rejoice in, and share 

the good news of Jesus Christ “ 

with all people” 

 

Rejoice Voice   
Council President’s Letter 

The Holy Spirit: God's Presence with Us Every Day 

The other day I was thinking about the Holy Trinity; the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, particularly the Holy Spirit.  I think when 
we pray, we tend to talk to God or Jesus.  The Holy Spirit seems to 
be left behind. We tend to forget what Jesus told us when He pre-
pared the disciples for His departure by giving them his promise. 
“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My 
name, will teach you all things and remind you of everything I have 
told you." — John 14:26 

The Holy Spirit is not simply a force or an emotion. He is the third 
Person of the Trinity.  Sent by the Father and the Son to live within 
every believer. From the moment we place our faith in Christ, the 
Holy Spirit takes up residence in our hearts, guiding, comforting, 
strengthening, and transforming us. 

The Holy Spirit works quietly but powerfully. He convicts us of sin, 
helping us recognize where we have fallen short and pointing us 
back to God's grace. He opens our hearts to understand Scripture 
and gives us wisdom when we face difficult decisions. He also pro-
duces in us the fruit that reflects Christ's character: "love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control" (Galatians 5:22–23). 

Life often brings challenges that leave us feeling weak or uncer-
tain. During those times, we are never alone. The Holy Spirit inter-
cedes for us in prayer, even when we cannot find the words our-
selves (Romans 8:26).  

As Christians, we are called to walk by the Spirit each day. This 
means listening for His guidance through prayer, reading God's 
Word, and responding in obedience. The more we yield our lives to 
Him, the more our attitudes, actions, and relationships begin to re-
flect the love of Christ. 

The Holy Spirit also equips every believer with gifts to serve others 
and build up the church. Whether through teaching, encouraging, 
serving, giving, leading, or showing mercy, every Christian has 
been given opportunities to glorify God and bless those around 
them. 

As we go through this month, let us remember that God's Spirit is 
always with us. He is our Comforter in times of sorrow, our Guide 
when we are uncertain, and our Strength when we feel weak. May 
we invite the Holy Spirit to lead us each day so that our lives shine 
as a witness to the hope we have in Jesus Christ. 

Continued on page 2.. 
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Women’s Retreat Oct. 9-11, 2026 
  

Theme: God’s Glorious Creation and Us 
Theme verse: “O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all, 
the earth is full of your creatures.”  Psalm 104:24 
  

The cost is between $145-$225, depending on when you register and 
whether you want a double or single room.  Early bird registration price 
expires after Aug. 9. 
 

Cost includes lodging for two nights, three meals on Saturday and 
Brunch on Sunday.    Brochures are available on our web-
site. www.rejoicelc.org or in the narthex. 

Council President’s Letter—continued from page 1 
 

A few of us recently experienced the work of the Spirit. On Sunday, July 19
th
, we held an out-

door church service along with a potluck lunch at Hudson Springs Park. The smoke from the 
wildfires cleared out, the temperature was just right and the sun was shining.  We were 
blessed by being led by Pastor John at our service. The lake was peaceful and everyone 
seemed to enjoy themselves.  This was not just the work of the Hospitality Ministry, but the 
Holy Spirit. 

Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, thank You for the gift of the Holy Spirit. Help us to listen to His voice, follow His 
leading, and live in a way that honors You. Fill us each day with Your love, wisdom, and power so that 
we may be faithful witnesses for Christ. Amen. 

Mike 

Save the date for these upcoming Fellowship events… 
 

August TBD—Please watch for sign-up sheets 
Sept 12 – Tulum Mexican Restaurant in Twinsburg, 5:00pm sign up sheet on the desk 
Oct 3, 5-8pm – Clam Bake at Rejoice, Life Music with the Boomers, $40 per person, 
RSVP on the sign-up sheet 

Sunday Morning Adult Formation Study 9:30am 
 

Adult Formation: Study of Ezra-Nehemiah 

The sixth century BCE: It has been over a century since the 
northern kingdom of Israel fell to the Assyrians. Now the 
southern kingdom of Judah falls to the Babylonians. The elites 
– scholars, rabbis, wealthy – are herded to Babylonia. The peasants, subsistence workers, 
and slaves are left. A third imperial power takes over – the Persians. Surprisingly, King Cy-
rus  issues an edict for the Jews to return to Judah and rebuild the temple. As they return to 
the now-decimated city of Jerusalem, many wonder: who are the “true” Israelites?  

In our reading, we’ll listen to writers Ezra and Nehemiah and learn about this confusing time. 
A word warning: there are a lot of names, but only a dozen or so are important for us. 

Join me on September 20, at 9:30am as we begin this book study.  

http://www.rejoicelc.org/


Summary of Council Meeting Minutes for July 20, 2026 
 

Financial 
Tim reported that the financial situation is fairly good. 
 

Ministry Reports 
Kathy reminded the group that there will be a clam bake on October 3

rd
. She is considering 

using the profits to help pay down the mortgage principal. 
There will be a dinner at Tulum on Saturday September 12. 
Rally Sunday will be Sunday September 13. 
 

Rejoice’s involvement with the One Church Experiment was discussed and, for now, we plan 
on continuing to pursue this. 
 

The Sunday white bulletins take a lot of time and effort to create, and use a lot of paper and 
toner. Plus we offer the single sheet Celebrate, which we have to pay for. And we have the 
PowerPoint. Council is considering ways to reduce cost, effort, and waste by possibly elimi-
nating, or at least reducing the number of copies of paper versions. 
 

Rejoice’s outstanding mortgage was discussed, along with various options to bring down the 
principal. Our congregation will be hearing more about this in the months to come. 

What is Rejoice’s long term future? Where are we going and how do we get there? This is 
discussed at every council meeting, and Mike Procop has requested council members read a 
specific book on the subject so we can discuss this important subject further at the next 
meeting. More on this as it develops. 
 

Sanctuary seating and our live stream. A Rejoice member noted that our Sanctuary appears 
to be almost empty on the live stream; many empty chairs! This looks bad! There are two 
reasons for this, first, we do have a lot of empty chairs, over 100 chairs with a typical 30-35 
parishioners on Sunday. Secondly, many sit on the south end (the organ side) of the Sanctu-
ary where the cameras can’t see them. Council is proposing reducing the number of chairs 
to, say, 60 and creating more space among rows. A member dislikes the curved rows, but 
that is a matter to bring before the entire congregation, not the council.  
 

One Church Experiment 
 

The next meeting of the five churches participating in the 
One Church Experiment (OCE) is Aug 1, 10:00 AM at the 
Synod Office 1890 Bailey Rd., Cuyahoga Falls, OH. 
 
The OCE representatives have decided to host an outdoor       
fellowship event after church on Sunday August 30,  
from 12:30-2:30. Members of all five congregations are invited.   
All are encouraged to bring canned food donations for the two food pantries within our 
churches.  Please  bring light snacks to share, and your own non-alcoholic drinks. The 
point of the event is to get to know each other and begin those cross-over interactions be-
tween congregation members.  This fellowship event will be held at Barlow Farm Park Bay-
less pavilion, 1965 Barlow Rd., Hudson.  
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August Birthdays 

Financial Report - June 2026 

If you do not see your birthday or 
anniversary listed, or it is 
incorrect, please help us update 
our info. Contact Carla Maurer 
at office@rejoicelc.org 

Women’s Bible Study —Via Zoom 

Currently studying the book of Romans 

Join us Wednesdays at 8:00pm on Zoom 

https://johncarrolluniversity.zoom.us/j/628894291 

Contact Lisa Ramsey with questions/problems at 
lisaruns1969@gmail.com or 234.380.2090      

August Anniversaries 

2026 

June Actual June Budget 
June Vari-

ance to 
Budget 

YTD Actual YTD Budget 
YTD Vari-
ance to 
Budget 

2026 Budget 

INCOME:               

General Revenue $13,701  $10,542  $3,159  $84,154  $63,250  $20,904  $125,000  

Capital Revenue $1,210  $2,083  ($873) $11,280  $12,500  ($1,220) $25,000  

Other $317  $500  ($183) $10,041  $3,000  $7,041  $7,500  

Total Income $15,228  $13,125  $2,103  $105,475  $78,750  $26,725  $157,500  

EXPENSES:               

General Expense $6,188  $6,594  $406  $36,581  $39,560  $2,979  $79,124  

Capital Expense $6,000  $5,583  ($417) $42,241  $33,500  ($8,741) $67,000  

Total Expenses $12,188  $12,177  ($11) $78,822  $73,060  ($5,762) $146,124  

                

Net Total $3,040  $948    $26,653  $5,690    $11,376  

        

Benevolence Giving $1,500  $500  $1,000  $3,000  $3,000  $0  $6,000  

10 Diane Procop 

10 Tim Boebel 

26 Sandy Molnar 

17 Russ & Ellen Ackerman 

21 Jim & Carla Maurer 

24 Brian & Ginny Pillsbury 

28 Bill & Sue Holman 

Book Signing 
On Saturday August 1, Susan Busch will be at the Learned Owl book 
shop signing copies of her novel Chance at Life, from 11am-1pm. It’s 
a medical fiction novel about a Jewish nurse encountering the resili-
ence, sorrows, deep bonds, and laughter found among the regulars in 
a chronic dialysis unit. 
  

https://learnedowl.com/event/2026-08-01/susan-busch-learned-owl-
book-shop  
 

(You may remember Susan Busch, she was a member of the Commu-
nity of St. John congregation that worshipped with us at Rejoice.) 

Know any families looking for a private Christian school? 
Redeemer Christian School (RCS) is accepting applications for pre-
school through eighth grade for the upcoming school year. RCS helps 
equip children for the spiritual academic and social skills they need to 
thrive in life. Scholarships are available that could cover all or most of 
the tuition for kindergarten through eighth grade. More information can 
be found at www.redeemerlutheran.us if you have any questions or 
want to set up a tour please call 330-923-1280.  

mailto:office@rejoicelc.org
https://johncarrolluniversity.zoom.us/j/628894291
mailto:lisaruns1969@gmail.com
https://learnedowl.com/event/2026-08-01/susan-busch-learned-owl-book-shop
https://learnedowl.com/event/2026-08-01/susan-busch-learned-owl-book-shop
http://www.redeemerlutheran.us/
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August 2026
Sunday Monday Tuesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 One 

Church 
Experiment 
Mtg, 10:00am 

2  
10:30 AM 

Worship & 

Communion 

11:30 

Care Team 

Meeting 

3  4 
6:30 PM 

Al-Anon 
Meeting 

 

 

5 
8 PM  

Women’s 
Zoom Bible 

Study 

6 7 8  
Food Pantry 
small scale 
food 
distribution 

9  10:30 AM 

Worship & 

Communion 

 

Deadline for 
Women’s Retreat 

“Early bird” 
Registration 

 

10  
6:30 PM 

Quilting Group 

11  
6:30 PM 

Al-Anon 
Meeting 

 

12 
8 PM  

Women’s 
Zoom Bible 

Study 

13 14 
 

15 

16 10:30 AM 

Worship & 

Communion 

 

 

17 
 

18 
6:30 PM 

Al-Anon 
Meeting 

 

19 

8 PM  

Women’s 
Zoom Bible 

Study 

20 21 22 
 12:00-2:00 

Hudson Food 
Pantry 

23 
10:30 AM 

Worship & 

Communion 

11:30 

Worship Team 

Meeting 

24 25 
6:30 PM 

Al-Anon 
Meeting 

26 
8 PM  

Women’s 
Zoom Bible 

Study 

27 28 29 

3010:30 AM 

Worship & 

Communion 
 

12:30-2:30pm 
Once Church 
Experiment 
Fellowship 

 

4:00pm Worship 
Team zoom mtg 

31      

6:30 PM 

Coming soon: 

Women’s Retreat 
Oct 9-11 2026 



 PAGE 6 

10:30am SERVICE Aug 2 
 

Aug 9 
 

 

Aug 16 
 

Aug 23 Aug 30 Sept 6 

PRESIDER TBA  TBA  Rev. John 
Butchko 

Rev. John 
Butchko 

TBA  TBA  

COMMUNION SET UP Jenn Lue Dana Biltz 
Kathy 

Jacobsen 
Diane Procop Kate Hartland Jenn Lue 

LAY READER Francine McBride Bill Holman Russ Ackerman Pete Moore Sue Holman 
Francine 

McBride 

PRAYERS OF THE 

PEOPLE 
Jenn Lue Pete Moore Sue Holman Brian Pillsbury Jenn Lue Bill Holman 

GREETER / USHER Russ Ackerman Tim Boebel Paul Mallott Tim Boebel Paul Mallott Russ Ackerman 

COUNTERS 
Dave Denes/ 

Paige Giannetti 
Paige Giannetti/ 

W Klukow 
W Klukow /  

Carla Maurer 
Bill Clothier/ 
Carla Maurer 

Brian Pillsbury/ 
Wendy Klukow 

Dave Denes/ 
Paige Giannetti 

POWER POINT PREP Carla Maurer Judi Boebel 
Nancy 

Fasnacht 
Carla Maurer Judi Boebel 

Nancy 

Fasnacht 

SOUND BOOTH TBA Wisbar Tim Boebel Dan Jacobsen Wisbar Dan Jacobsen 

       

FACEBOOK LIVE 

STREAM 

G Fasnacht, D 
Denes, D 
Jacobsen, 

or E Wisbar 

Glenn 
Fasnacht, 

Dave Denes, 
Dan Jacobsen, 
or Ellen Wisbar 

G Fasnacht, 
D Denes, D 
Jacobsen, 

or E Wisbar 

Glenn 
Fasnacht, Dave 

Denes, Dan 
Jacobsen, 

or Ellen Wisbar 

G Fasnacht, D 
Denes, D 
Jacobsen, 

or E Wisbar 

G Fasnacht, 
D Denes, D 
Jacobsen, 

or E Wisbar 

Communion Pick-up—pick up communion bread from Great Harvest Bread Co. in Stow 

Communion Assistant – help with distribution of the Sacrament holding the wine and juice “The blood of 
Christ shed for you!”   

Communion Set-up – cube bread and place in cups/basket, Pour wine into cups using sanitized hands and 
minimize touch of the communion elements. 

Usher – make sure everyone has a bulletin, a chair, or any other assistance.  Light the candles prior to the 
worship and extinguish them after worship. 

Offering Counter – count the Sunday offering and prepare it for deposit. 

Altar Guild members take care all things concerning the altar, including communion preparation (bread & 
wine), altar linens, candles, paraments, banners, and flowers.  They make sure that the altar is set up 
appropriately for the times and seasons of the church year. 

Power Point Prep – using the weekly bulletin as a guide, copy/paste the Order of Worship into a Power Point 
presentation  (can be done at home in advance and emailed to the soundbooth).  

Videographer – each week we live-stream the worship service.  A new system is in place that is user friendly 
and training is available. 

Sound booth tech and PowerPoint – sit at the sound booth, advance the power point slides when 
appropriate, and run the equipment.           

     Fellowship—ensure that someone is signed up to bring a snack, make coffee and clean-up 

Help is needed in all Worship Help areas.  Please see Carla to volunteer! 
 
 

If you are unable to serve on the scheduled date, please make every effort to find a replacement and  
contact the church office no later than Wednesday, prior to the date you are scheduled.  330-653-5980 

~~~ August Worship Helpers   ~~~ 



REJOICE! LUTHERAN CHURCH 

7855 Stow Rd. 

Hudson, Ohio  44236  

Phone: 330-653-5980 

E-mail: office@rejoicelc.org 

We’re on the web! 
www.rejoicelc.org 
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Pics from our July 19 Outdoor Worship and Picnic 
 

 

http://www.rejoicelc.org

