+

"REJOICE

Lutheran Church
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“To rejoice in, and share
the good news of Jesus Christ
with all people”
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Sunday Worship
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Adult Formation Study
Sundays
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Women'’s Bible Study
Wednesdays
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The Cross: God’s Greatest Sign of Love

For the last few weeks, | have been trying to figure out what to write
about in my monthly newsletter. | decided to practice what | preach, |
called on the Holy Spirit, and he led me to the computer. | looked up
what special days we celebrate in September. There were a couple.

Holy Cross Day

St Michael the Archangel Day- Celebrated as the leader of
God’s armies and the defender against darkness and Satan.

Rally Day - Beginning of the church Year Activities
| thought | would talk about Holy Cross Day.

September gives us an opportunity to reflect on one of the most im-
portant symbols of our Christian faith—the cross of Jesus Christ. On
September 14, many Lutheran churches observe Holy Cross Day, a
special day to remember the sacrifice Jesus made for us and the salva-
tion that God gives through Him.

When we look at a cross, we see more than two pieces of wood. We see
the story of God's incredible love. At the cross, Jesus willingly gave His
life for the sins of the world. He suffered and died so that we would re-
ceive forgiveness, reconciliation with God, and the promise of eternal life.

The cross reminds us that God's love is not simply something He talks
about. God demonstrated His love through Jesus. As John 3:16 tells us,
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son.”

The cross also reminds us that suffering and difficult times do not mean
that God has abandoned us. Jesus Himself experienced rejection, suffer-
ing, pain, and death. Therefore, when we face difficult days, we can turn
to Him knowing that He understands our struggles. We may not always
understand why certain things happen, but we can trust that God is with
us.

That is why the cross is both a reminder of sacrifice and a symbol of
hope. It reminds us of what Christ has done for us and calls us to live
each day in gratitude for His grace.

As we begin a new season of ministry this September—with Adult Fo-
rum, Bible Studies, choirs, fellowship, God’s Work Our Hands, Personal
Care Kits and other activities—let us keep the cross at the center of eve-
rything we do. Whatever we undertake, whatever challenges we face,
and whatever opportunities God places before us, let us remember that
we do not serve alone.

Continued on page 2..
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Council President’s [ etter—continued from page 1 -

May we carry the message of the cross not only on our church walls, but also in our hearts and in the
way we live our lives.

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” —
Romans 5:8

May the cross of Christ be our strength, our hope, and our reminder of God's unfailing love.

Mikee

Sunday Morning Adult Formation Study 9:30am

Adult Formation: Study of Ezra-Nehemiah

The sixth century BCE: It has been over a century since the
northern kingdom of Israel fell to the Assyrians. Now the
southern kingdom of Judah falls to the Babylonians. The elites
— scholars, rabbis, wealthy — are herded to Babylonia. The
peasants, subsistence workers, and slaves are left. A third im-
perial power takes over — the Persians. Surprisingly, King Cy-
rus issues an edict for the Jews to return to Judah and rebuild
the temple. As they return to the now-decimated city of Jerusalem, many wonder: who are
the “true” Israelites?

In our reading, we’ll listen to writers Ezra and Nehemiah and learn about this confusing time.
A word warning: there are a lot of names, but only a dozen or so are important for us.

Join me on September 20, at 9:30am as we begin this book study.

Bible Sfudy

Cave the date for these upcoming Fellowship events...
Sept 12 — Tulum Mexican Restaurant in Twinsburg, 5:00pm sign up sheet on the desk

Oct 3, 5-8pm — Clam Bake at Rejoice, Live Music with the Boomers, $40 per person,
RSVP on the sign-up sheet

Women'’s Retreat Oct. 9-11, 2026 There’s still time to sign up!

Theme: God’s Glorious Creation and Us

Theme verse: “O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all,
the earth is full of your creatures.” Psalm 104:24

The cost is between $145-$225, depending on when you register and
whether you want a double or single room. Early bird registration price
expires after Aug. 9.

/
omen's
. . . fall retreat
Cost includes lodging for two nights, three meals on Saturday and > e V) '
Brunch on Sunday. Brochures are available on our web- 2 A

site. www.rejoicelc.org or in the narthex.
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Summary of council Meeting Minutes for July 20, 2_

Rejoice Lutheran Church - Council minutes: Monday, August 17, 2026

- In attendance: Procop, Pillsbury, Hartland, Jacobsen, Boebel, Butchko, Moore
- Kate had devotions and the opening prayer
- July minutes were approved- Kathy and Brian motioned / seconded, all in favor

- Tim covered July Financials- Summary follows but refer to financial statements for more de-
tail: - July Regular giving was $7.7K vs budgeted $10.4K, Capital $1.5K vs $2.1K and Total
$9.9K vs $13.1K. YTD total $115.4K vs $91.9K. The positive variance is the result of certain
members giving their entire pledge at the beginning of the year.

- Expenses in July were favorable by $1.3K, primarily due to reduced Pastoral expense with
certain lay-led services. YTD expenses were $93.2K vs budgeted $88.7K. The unfavorable
variance is primarily in excess mortgage payments made from the Easter appeal (a good
thing) offset by lower supply Pastor and worship expense. Variances in snow removal and
lawn care offset one another and we continue to spend less than budgeted on building
maintenance with certain designated funds earmarked for eventual spending on capital pro-
jects (i.e. roof, HVAC, etc.)

- Cash went from $114.5K to $113K July month end.
- Council has approved discontinuance of the Celebrate bulletin at quarter end 9/30.

- Pastor Butchko suggested that we re-initiate a mortgage/ building debt reduction program
this Fall in conjunction with Reformation Sunday/ Oct 25th (call it “Giving Sunday”), and that
the goal should be making a 6 month lump-sum payment of $36K. Assuming this can be
achieved, it was further recommended that we consult with the Mortgage Company to see
what effect this would have on favorable future payment re-sets. Brian and Pete will brief the
congregation on Sunday, August 23rd.

- Council discussed briefly feedback on the One Church Experiment (OCE) from the Congre-
gation meeting on August 16th. Questioned was the lengthy 1 72 year implementation
timeframe, how many churches including those with full-time pastors plan to participate, how
are lay-led services being conducted and doing, and what the impact of no communion is in
the lay-led services. Many questions with very few answers at this point...... Next OCE meet-
ing September 19th.

- The Rejoice activity calendar for late summer and Fall is active with the following: August 22
- dinner at Michaelangelo’s; August 30- OCE fellowship event; Sept 12- dinner at Tulum Mex-
ican restaurant in Twinsburg; Sept 13- Rally Day; Oct 3- Clambake at church; Oct 25- Refor-
mation Sunday and conclusion of Mortgage reduction drive.

- Council approved and increase in the Food Pantry monthly rental to $500 in conjunction
with the

addition of more open dates and because we have not increased the rent for several years.

- Mike led a discussion on Assessing Congregational Sustainability in conjunction with the
recommendation that Council read the “Autopsy of a Deceased Church” book mentioned at
the July Council meeting. The checklist should be referred to for more information but Council
summarized the discussion and findings by agreeing that more outreach in the community
will be necessary to increase the sustainability and longevity of Rejoice, and that a group be
formed to discuss and recommend tactics on how this can be achieved in the local communi-
ty.

- Next meeting: Monday, September 21st, 6:30 PM. Tim will have devotions and prayer.

e




Women’s Bible Study —via zoom

Join us Wednesdays at 8:00pm on Zoom

Currently studying the book of Romans

o Wirnen's Bitle Studies

https://johncarrolluniversity.zoom.us/j/628894291

AT

Contact Lisa Ramsey with questions/problems at
lisaruns1969@gmail.com or 234.380.2090

PAGE 4

One Church Experiment

The next meeting of the five churches participating in the
One Church Experiment (OCE) is Sept. 19, 10:00 AM at the
Synod Office 1890 Bailey Rd., Cuyahoga Falls, OH.

Hope you will plan to attend the outdoor fellowship event after
church on Sunday August 30, from 12:30-2:30.
Members of all five congregations are invited. All are
encouraged to bring canned food donations for the
two food pantries within our churches. Please bring
light snacks to share, and your own non-alcoholic
drinks. The point of the event is to get to know each
other and begin those cross-over interactions be-
tween congregation members. This fellowship event
will be held at Barlow Farm Park Bayless pavilion,
1965 Barlow Rd., Hudson.

September Birthdays
4 Tim Yanda

11 Millie Carr

14 |Paige Giannetti

15 |Sue Holman

20 |Moira Ackerman

If you do not see your birthday or
anniversary  listed,
incorrect, please help us update
our info. Contact Carla Maurer
at office@rejoicelc.org

or it is

FinancCial Report - July 2026

July Variance YTD Vari-
July Actual | July Budget YTD Actual | YTD Budget | anceto [2026 Budget
2026 to Budget Budget

INCOME:
General Revenue $7,880 $10,542 (52,662) $92,034 $73,792 $18,242 $125,000
Capital Revenue $1,450 $2,083 (5633) $12,730 $14,583 (51,853) $25,000
Other $579 $500 S79 $10,620 $3,500 $7,120 $7,500
Total Income $9,909 $13,125 ($3,216) $115,384 $91,875 $23,509 $157,500
EXPENSES:
General Expense $5,380 $6,594 $1,214 $41,961 $46,154 $4,193 $79,124
Capital Expense $6,000 $5,583 ($417) $48,241 $39,083 ($9,158) $67,000
Total Expenses $11,380 $12,177 $797 $90,202 $85,237 ($4,965) $146,124
Net Total (51,471) $948 $25,182 $6,638 $11,376
Benevolence Giving | 30| $500| ($500)| $3,000) $3,500) ($500)| $6,000|
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REJOICE! VOICE

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday Saturday

Worship Team
Zoom Meeting

Octotier 9-11, 2026

1 2 3 4 5
2Py .
iw; God’s work. Our hands. 6:30 PM 8 PM
s Al-Anon Women’s
) Meeting Zoom Bible
“ZNE
September 13, 2026
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Hcsa
10:30 AM Labor 6:30 PM 8 PM Food Pantry
Worship & Al-Anon Women’s
Communion Day Meeting Zoom Bible scﬂ?,ri“rf
Study Dinner at
an TuLuM
IZA'BOR J L LIV
Restaurant
Twinsburg
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
God’s Work, 6:30 PM 6:30 PM 8 PM 10:00-Noon
Our Hands, 9:30am Quilting Group Al-Anon Women’s OCE
Meeting Zoom Bible Meeting at
10:30 AM Study Synod
Worship & Office
Communion
20 21 22 6:30Pm |23 24 25 26122 pPm
Rally Day Al-Anon 8 PM Hudson Food
Back To £:30 PM Meeting Women'’s Pantry
Sunday School . Zoom Bible
9:30 8:05PM Study
Adult Formation éuu:r:m:(
10:30 AM quino
Worship &
Communion
27 o930 28 29 30
Adult Formation 6:30 PM 8 PM
10:30 AM Al-Anon Women’s
Worship & Meeting Zogr;n gible 8% Cammq saon:
Communion udy b
>
Pl < Womens Retreat
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~~~ Ceptember Worship Helpers ~~~
]

10:30am SERVICE Sept 6 Sept 13 Sept 20 Sept 27 Oct 4
. Rev. David Rev. John Rev. John Rev. John
PRESIDER Rev. John Steingass Connor Butchko Butchko Butchko
COMMUNION SET UP Dana Biltz Jenn Lue Kathy Jacobsen | Diane Procop Jenn Lue
LAY READER Francine McBride Sue Holman | Russ Ackerman |  Bill Holman Jenn Lue
PRAYERS OF THE . - Francine
PEOPLE Bill Holman Pete Moore Jenn Lue Brian Pillsbury McBride

GREETER / USHER Russ Ackerman Paul Mallott Tim Boebel Russ Ackerman

Dave Denes/ Paige Giannetti/ | W Klukow/ | Brian Pillsbury/ Dave Denes/

COUNTERS Paige Giannetti W Klukow Carla Maurer | Carla Maurer Paige Giannetti

POWER POINT PREP Carla Maurer Nancy Fasnacht | Judi Boebel | Nancy Fasnacht Judi Boebel

SOUND BOOTH Dan Jacobsen Wisbar Tim Boebel Dan Jacobsen Wisbar
Glenn Glenn
G Fasnacht, D G Fasnacht, D G Fasnacht,
FACEBOOK LIVE Denes, D Faggr?ggtbg?]"e Denes, D Faggﬁggtbg?]"e D Denes, D
STREAM Jacobsen, ’ Jacobsen, ’ Jacobsen,
or E Wisbar Jacobsen, or E Wisbar Jacobsen, or E Wisbar
or Ellen Wisbar or Ellen Wisbar

Communion Pick-up—pick up communion bread from Great Harvest Bread Co. in Stow

Communion_Assistant — help with distribution of the Sacrament holding the wine and juice “The blood of
Christ shed for you!”

Communion Set-up — cube bread and place in cups/basket, Pour wine into cups using sanitized hands and
minimize touch of the communion elements.

Usher — make sure everyone has a bulletin, a chair, or any other assistance. Light the candles prior to the
worship and extinguish them after worship.

Offering Counter — count the Sunday offering and prepare it for deposit.

Altar Guild members take care all things concerning the altar, including communion preparation (bread &
wine), altar linens, candles, paraments, banners, and flowers. They make sure that the altar is set up
appropriately for the times and seasons of the church year.

Power Point Prep — using the weekly bulletin as a guide, copy/paste the Order of Worship into a Power Point
presentation (can be done at home in advance and emailed to the soundbooth).

Videographer — each week we live-stream the worship service. A new system is in place that is user friendly,
and training is available.

Sound booth tech and PowerPoint — sit at the sound booth, advance the power point slides whe
appropriate, and run the equipment.

Fellowship—ensure that someone is signed up to bring a snack, make coffee and clean-up

Help is needed in all Worship Help areas. Please see Carla to volunteer!

If you are unable to serve on the scheduled date, please make every effort to find a replacement and
contact the church office no later than Wednesday, prior to the date you are scheduled. 330-653-5980
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REJOICE! LUTHERAN CHURCH
7855 Stow Rd.

Hudson, Ohio 44236

Phone: 330-653-5980

E-mail: office@rejoicelc.org

We're on the web!
www.rejoicelc.org

Pics from our August 22 Fellowship Dinhnher at Michael Anhgelos

L-R Michael & Jenn Lue, Mike & Diane Procop, Kathy & Dan Jacobsen, Wendy Klukow, Carla Maurer


http://www.rejoicelc.org

